
  

 
  
 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 
 

 

 
     

     

   

    
   

 
   

 
   

      
 

    

    

       
   

   
 

  
   

     
  

March 25, 2026 

Notice to Broadcasters: 
Broadcasters and publishers must comply with laws on candidate and 
Third Party Advertising during the upcoming 2026 Municipal Election. 

The next Municipal and School Board Election will take place on Monday, October 26, 2026. 
This notice is intended to inform broadcasters and publishers of their obligations under the 
Municipal Elections Act, 1996 if they broadcast or publish a candidate or Third Party 
Advertisement during the upcoming Municipal Election. 

What is a Third Party Advertiser? 

A registered Third Party Advertiser is an individual, corporation or trade union that has 
registered with the Municipal Clerk of the municipality where they want to advertise. If they 
want to advertise in more than one municipality, they have to register in each municipality 
they plan to advertise. 
Third Party Advertisers are required to register prior to incurring any expenses for the 
appearance of a Third Party Advertisement and must comply with requirements including 
filing a financial statement, spending and contribution limits. A list of registered Third Party 
Advertisers will be available from the municipality. Candidates in the municipal election may 
not direct a Third Party Advertiser. 

What is a Third Party Advertisement? 

A Third Party Advertisement is a message in any broadcast, print, electronic or other medium 
that has the purpose of promoting, supporting or opposing a candidate in the election, or a 
question on the ballot. Third Party Advertisements are required to contain the following 
information: 
 Name of the registered third party  
 Name of the municipality where the third party  is registered 
 Phone number,  email  address  or mailing address at which the registered third party 

may  be contacted regarding the advertisement 

This Notice is for information purposes only. For legal advice, please consult legal counsel. 

https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/96m32
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Candidate Advertisements 

All candidate advertisements are required to identify the candidate. 

Broadcasters and publishers must obtain the name, business address and telephone 
number of the individual who deals with the broadcaster or publisher under the 
direction of the registered third party or candidate. 

When can broadcasters and publishers print Third Party Advertisements? 

Registered  Third Party Advertisers and candidates  have a restricted campaign period.  
Broadcasters and publishers may only permit  election  advertisements to appear between 
May  1st, 2026  and October  26th, 2026  (Election Day).  No broadcaster or publisher is  
permitted to allow a third party  or candidate advertisement to appear during the restricted  
campaign period if the information set  out  below has  not been provided to them.   

Legal obligations for broadcasters and publishers in the upcoming Municipal Election: 

Information and Records: 
The broadcaster or publisher of a third party or candidate advertisement must maintain 
records for four (4) years after the date the advertisement appears. These records must 
contain: 
 Name of the registered third party  or candidate  
 Name, business  address and telephone number of  the individual who deals with the 

broadcaster or  publisher under the direction of the registered third party  or candidate  
 Municipality where the registered third party is registered  
 A copy  of  the advertisement, or  the means of  reproducing it for inspection  
 A statement of charge made for its appearance  

Members of the public must be permitted to inspect the records during normal business 
hours. 
Charges and Contributions: 
The broadcaster or publisher may not charge a Third Party Advertiser or candidate more or 
less than their normal advertising rate. If less is charged, the difference is deemed to be a 
contribution to the Third Party Advertiser or candidate. Providing free advertising is 
considered a contribution towards the Third Party Advertiser or candidate, unless all Third 
Party advertisers and candidates are offered the same service. 
Broadcasters or publishers as registered Third Party Advertisers: 
Broadcasters or publishers, who wish to conduct Third Party Advertising, must register as a 
Third Party Advertiser and follow the Act’s financial reporting requirements. Contact the local 
municipality for more information on registering as a Third Party Advertiser. 

Joint Communication from Oxford County Clerks: 

Jeff Bunn, City of Woodstock  
Trisha McKibbin, Town of Tillsonburg  

This Notice is for information purposes only. For legal advice, please consult legal counsel. 

mailto:jbunn@cityofwoodstock.ca
mailto:tmckibbin@Tillsonburg.ca
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Denny  Giles, Township of  South-West Oxford  
Karen Martin, Zorra Township  

Kim Armstrong, Township of Norwich  
Danielle Richard, Town of  Ingersoll  

Sarah  Matheson, Township of Blandford Blenheim  
Meaghan  Vader, Township of East Zorra-Tavistock  

This Notice is for information purposes only. For legal advice, please consult legal counsel. 

mailto:dgiles@swox.org?subject=Third%20Party%20Advertising
mailto:clerk@zorra.ca?subject=Third%20Party%20Advertising
mailto:karmstrong@norwich.ca?subject=Third%20Party%20Advertising
mailto:danielle.richard@ingersoll.ca?subject=Third%20Party%20Advertiser
mailto:smatheson@blandfordblenheim.ca?subject=Third%20Party%20Advertising
mailto:mvader@ezt.ca?subject=Third%20Party%20Advertising
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